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About the School 
 

The School of Women’s Studies (SWS) was established in 1988 as an outcome of the 

decision to institutionalise Women’s Studies taken by the University Grants Commission, 

through which the educational system was expected to be made accountable to expand social 

concern against injustice, marginalization and oppression of women. In a period of 35 years, 

the School has effectively contributed to the SDG 5 of promoting Gender Equality and 

Empowerment of Women by (i) building and disseminating knowledge in Women’s Studies, 

(ii) strengthening evidence-based research, (iii) bringing together teaching, research, and 

action for social change, (iv) using feminist methodologies for attaining gender justice, (v) 

strengthening inter/national academic and research collaborations with academic, 

governmental, and non-governmental bodies, (vi) supervising and conducting gender 

sensitization programmes and refresher courses with college teachers and researchers, and 

(vii) contributing to building knowledge in Women’s Studies. Our teaching and research 

programmes of MPhil, PhD, and General Elective (UG level) have focused on national and 

international debates of attaining gender justice such that the students and scholars can 

engage with different imaginations and possibilities of practising theory and theorising 

practise with a feminist perspective. 

 

General Introduction to the Programme 

 

The interdisciplinary programme offered by the School of Women’s Studies seeks to 

introduce the gendered ways of seeing in understanding everyday culture, as they read, 

experience and understand politics of gender embedded in their everyday. This programme 

neither aims to be comprehensive nor proposes to cover all the existing debates and issues 

that have engaged feminists over the years. It does, however, hope to engage the students in 

using the feminist lens to generate different imaginations and possibilities of fostering a 

gender just world.  

 

We are offering three papers in the programme. Although these are stand-alone courses (i.e., 

students can take any one course irrespective of the others), we advise students to take the 

courses in sequence in order to gain a comprehensive perspective on interdisciplinary 

approach in women’s/gender studies. 

 

LAYOUT OF THE PAPERS BEING OFFERED 

 
Semester One Paper 1 GENDER IN EVERYDAY CULTURE  

Semester Two Paper 2 READING GENDER, WRITING GENDER   

Semester Three Paper 3 GENDERING VIOLENCE: FAMILY, 

COMMUNITY AND STATE 

 

 



 

Paper 1 

 

GENDER IN EVERYDAY CULTURE 

The course aims to train the students in using the interdisciplinary feminist lens to critically 

examine the patriarchal institutions of family, marriage, and media. The students will gain a 

deeper understanding of the power dynamics and gender inequalities that exist within the 

everyday cultural practices. The primary focus of the paper is on India, and we focus on 

gendered ways of seeing as heteronormativity is normalised through different representations 

from colonial times to the present. On the one hand, the course will offer the changing 

trajectories of women performers of India examining their struggles for survival and 

livelihood, and on the other, we trace the changing gendered representations on national 

television in independent India. The students will recognise how the arrival of satellite 

television and neoliberal reforms blur the binary between ‘tradition’ and ‘modernity’ leading 

to social anxiety regarding transgressive representations. The fear of losing our cultural 

identities is further intensified by the rapid spread of global media as there is a constant 

negotiation between preserving traditional values and embracing modernity. The paper thus 

helps students understand the complex process of creating a complex and ever-evolving 

landscape of representations of women in society.  

Course Objectives 

1. To introduce students to the preliminary concepts of feminist thought 

2. To help students learn the gendered ways of seeing cultural practices in patriarchal 

institutions 

3. To help students critically analyse gendered representations and performances 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Course Modules 

1. Introduction to Feminist Thought 

 Sex and Gender  

 Understanding Patriarchy 

 Feminisms: Waves and Movements 

Suggested Readings  

 Bhasin, K. 2011. Understanding Gender. Women Unlimited. 

 Geetha, V. 2009. Patriarchy. Stree-Samya.  

 Menon, N. 2012. Seeing like a Feminist. New Delhi: Zubaan.  

 Tong, R. & Fernandes, B.T. 2017. Feminist Thought. New York: Routledge. 

 Chakravarti, U. 2003. Gendering Caste through a Feminist Lens, Calcutta: Popular 

Prakashan. 

 

2. Gender, Intimacy and Abuse 

 Gendered Ways of Seeing 

 Heteronormativity in Romance and Marriage 

 Culture of Abuse and Media Trials 

 

Suggested Readings 

 

 Berger, J. 1972. Ways of Seeing. Harmondsworth. Penguin Books.  

 Sen, S et.al. eds Intimate Others: Marriage and Sexualities in India, Kolkata: Stree. 

 Basu, S. 2015. The Trouble with Marriage: Feminists Confront Law and Violence in 

India, University of California Press. 

 Gangoli, G. 2007. Indian Feminisms: Law, Patriarchies and Violence, Aldershot: 

Ashgate. 

 Dwight, B. 2022. Language-The Loaded Weapon, The Use and Abuse of Language 

Today, Routledge. 

 

 

3. Gender and Performance  

 Body, Space and Performance 

 Performing Gender: Text to Stage  

 Survival, Labour, Livelihood:  Politics of Exclusion  



Suggested Readings 

  Banerjee, S. 1989. The Parlour and the Streets: Elite and Popular Culture in 

Nineteenth Century Calcutta, Calcutta: Seagull Books.  

  Dutta, B. and U. Sarkar Munsi. 2010. Engendering Performance: Indian Women 

Performers in Search of an Identity, New Delhi: Sage. 

 Sarkar Munsi U. and Chakraborty A. 2018. The Moving Space: Women in Dance, 

Primus. 

 Chakraborty A. 2019. Kolkatar Nach:Samakaleen Nagarnritya, Ganchchil. 

 Dalwai, S. 2019. Bans and Bar Girls: performing caste in Mumbai Dance Bars, 

Women unlimited.  

 Morcom, A 2013. Illicit worlds of Indian Dance: Cultures of   Exclusion, Oxford 

University Press.  

 

 

4. ‘Hindi’ to ‘Hindu’ Turn in Indian Television 

 National Television and its ‘Viewing family’  

 Gender stereotypes and transgressive representations 

 Consumerism and the ‘New Indian Woman’ 

Suggested Readings 

 
Mankekar, P. 1999. Screening Culture, Viewing Politics: An Ethnography of Television, 

Womanhood, and Nation in Postcolonial India. New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

Rajagopal, A. 2001. Politics after Television: Hindu Nationalism and the Reshaping of the 

Public in India, Cambridge and New York: Cambridge University Press 

Oza, R. 2006. The Making of Neoliberal India: Nationalism, Gender, and the Paradoxes of 

Globalization, New Delhi: Women Unlimited. 

Sunder Rajan, R. 2003. Real and Imagined Women: Gender, Culture and 

Postcolonialism Routledge. 

Sen, B. and Roy, A. eds, Channeling Cultures: Television Studies from India, New Delhi: 

Oxford University Press.  

 


