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About the School

The School  of Women’s  Studies  (SWS) was established in  1988 as  an outcome of  the
decision to institutionalise Women’s Studies taken by the University Grants Commission,
through which  the  educational  system was expected  to  be  made accountable  to  expand
social concern against injustice, marginalization and oppression of women. In a period of 35
years, the School has effectively contributed to the SDG 5 of promoting Gender Equality
and Empowerment of Women by (i) building and disseminating knowledge in Women’s
Studies,  (ii)  strengthening  evidence-based  research,  (iii)  bringing  together  teaching,
research,  and  action  for  social  change,  (iv)  using  feminist  methodologies  for  attaining
gender justice, (v) strengthening inter/national academic and research collaborations with
academic,  governmental,  and non-governmental  bodies,  (vi)  supervising  and conducting
gender  sensitization  programmes  and  refresher  courses  with  college  teachers  and
researchers, and (vii) contributing to building knowledge in Women’s Studies. Our teaching
and research programmes of MPhil, PhD, and General Elective (UG level) have focused on
national  and international  debates  of attaining  gender  justice such that  the students  and
scholars can engage with different imaginations and possibilities of practising theory and
theorising practise with a feminist perspective.

General Introduction to the Programme

This is an interdisciplinary programme focused on understanding the impact of gender on the
world  around  us  and  the  power  hierarchies  that  structure  it.  Young  people  are often
bewildered by the complex and shifting webs of gender relations  within which they find
themselves.  Therefore,  it  is  crucial  to  incorporate  knowledge  about  these  topics  into  the
academic curriculum. This will enable students to critically engage with their lived reality
and help them link social formation with knowledge formation. It will also empower them
with the necessary tools for building a more gender-just and egalitarian society. The course
will dwell on key issues in feminist theory and attempt to foreground the interconnections of
theory and practice through the historical trajectory of feminist activism. The course will also
explore the multiple ways in which other political/social movements have created webs of
connectivity with the feminist movement. This programme neither aims to be comprehensive
nor proposes to cover all the debates and issues that have engaged feminists over the years. It
does, however, hope to provide the context to draw students into a lively engagement, both
inside and outside the classroom, with different imaginations and possibilities of practicing
theory and theorizing practice from a feminist perspective.

We are offering eight papers in the programme. Although these are stand-alone courses (i.e.,
students can take any one course irrespective of the others), we advise students to take the
courses in sequence in order to gain a comprehensive perspective on gender, patriarchy, and
its various ramifications. 



LAYOUT OF THE PAPERS BEING OFFERED

SEMESTER PAPER CODE

ONE Feminist Thoughts and Practices I MWS1

TWO Feminist Thoughts and Practices II MWS2

THREE Cultural Constructions of Gender MWS3

FOUR Family, Community and State MWS4

FIVE 1. Gender and Sexuality
2. Gender and Sustainable Development

MWS5

SIX 1. Gender and Violence
2. Feminist Research Methodologies

MWS6



Paper 1

Feminist Thoughts and Practices I

The course  explores  the  basics  of  Women’s  Studies  and focuses  on feminist  theory  and
practices simultaneously from broad global and Indian perspectives. From the theoretical and
historical study of feminist thought and the ramifications of patriarchal structures governing
lives  across  class,  caste  and  other  social  inequalities,  the  course  moves  on  to  feminist
interventions  made  to  challenge  the  status  quo of  gendered  structures  and hierarchies.  It
further charts the journey of the Indian women’s movement and the challenges faced in its
trajectory  of  learning  from its  internal  critiques.  The  attempt  of  this  course  is  to  situate
women/gender  in  the mutually  constitutive  categories  of universal/particular,  global/local,
theory/politics  so  that  the  students  acquire  the  skills  to  analyse  their  everyday  gendered
experiences and frame their politics. To that end, we also aim to provide an overview of the
kinds of violence faced by women and their struggles to claim their entitlements.

Course Objectives

1. To introduce students to the basics of feminist theories and practices from global

and Indian perspectives.

2. To help students chart the journey of Indian women’s movements and their internal

challenges and critiques.

3. To help students acquire the skills to analyse everyday gendered experiences in the

mutually constitutive categories of universal/particular, global/local, theory/politics.

4. To provide the students with an overview of the kinds of violence against gender

and its intersectional categories such as caste, sexuality, ability, etc. 

Course Modules

1. Introduction to Feminist Theory
 Liberal feminism

 Marxist feminism

 Radical feminism

 Post-structural turn in feminism

Suggested Readings



 Wollstonecraft, M. 1996.  A Vindication of the Rights of Women. New York:  Dover
Publications.

 Hartmann, H. I. 1979. “The Unhappy Marriage of Marxism and Feminism: Towards a
More Progressive Union”, Capital & Class. 3(2): 1-33, 1979.

 Beauvoir, S. 1996. The Second Sex. New York: Vintage Classics, New, 1996.
 Butler, J. 1990. Gender Trouble. New York: Routledge.
 Menon, Nivedita. 2012. Seeing like a Feminist. New Delhi: Zubaan.
 Tong, R. & Fernandes, B.T. 2017. Feminist Thought. New York: Routledge. 

2. Understanding Sex and Gender
 Biological Determinism

 Sex-Gender System

 Sexual Difference

Suggested Readings
 Moitra, S. 2002. Feminist Thought: Androcentrism, Communication and Objectivity.

New Delhi: Munshiram Manoharlal.
 Tharu,  S.,  and T.  Niranjana.  “Problems for a  Contemporary Theory of Gender”.  

Social Scientist, pp. 93-117, 1994. 

 Geetha V. 2002. Gender. Kolkata: Stree. 

 Rubin, G. 1975. “The Traffic in Women: Notes on the ‘Political Economy’ of Sex” in

Rayna R.(ed.),  Toward and Anthropology of Women,  New York: Monthly Review
Press. 

3. Women’s Movements in India
 Women’s Question and Social Reform Movement in colonial India

 Women’s Movements in independent India

 New Social Movements

Suggested Readings
 Kumar, R. 2015. The History of Doing: An Illustrated Account of Women’s Movement

and Feminism in India. New Delhi: Zubaan.
 Sangari, K. and S. Vaid (eds.) 1989. Recasting Women. New Delhi: Kali for Women.
 Sarkar S. and T. Sarkar, (ed.) (2010) Women and Social Reform in Modern India:  A

Reader, New Delhi: Permanent Black.
 Chatterjee, P. (1995)  The Nation and its Fragments,  New Delhi: Oxford University

Press. 
 Banerjee,  N.  et  al.  (eds.)  2011.  Mapping  the  Field:  Gender  Relations  in

Contemporary India. Volume 1 and 2. Kolkata: Stree. 



 Panjabi, K. & P. Chakravarti (eds), Women Contesting Culture: Changing Frames of
Gender Politics in India, Kolkata: Stree.

4. Interrogating ‘woman’ as a homogeneous category
 Dalit women’s movement

 LGBT movement

 Muslim women’s movement

 Disability movements

Suggested Readings
 Chakravarti, U. 2003.  Gendering Caste through a Feminist Lens, Calcutta: Popular

Prakashan.
 Rege, S. 1998. Dalit Women Talk Differently: A Critique of 'Difference' and Towards

a Dalit Feminist Standpoint Position, Economic and Political Weekly 33, 44: WS39-
WS46.

 Ghosh, N. (ed). Interrogating Disability in India. Springer. 
 Narrain, A & G. Bhan. 2005. Because I have a choice: Queer Politics in India. Delhi:

Yoda. 
 Hasan, Z & R. Menon. 2004. Unequal Citizens: A Study of Muslim Women in India.

New Delhi: OUP. 
 Ahmed-Ghosh, H. (ed). 2015. Contesting Feminisms: Gender and Islam in Asia. State

University of New York Press.

5. Gender, Body and Violence
 Gender and Intersectional Violence 

 Domestic Violence and Honour killing

 Sexual Harassment at Workplace

Suggested Readings

 Welchman,  L  & S.  Hossain.  2005.  ‘Honour’:  Crimes,  Paradigms,  and Violence

against Women. Zed Books.

 Kannabiran, K & R. Menon. 2007. From Mathura to Manorama: Resisting Violence

against Women in India. New Delhi: Women Unlimited. 

 Agnes,  F.  Law and Gender Inequality:  The Politics  of  Women’s Rights  in India,

2001.
 Basu, S. 2015. The Trouble with Marriage: Feminists Confront Law and Violence in

India, University of California Press.



 Gangoli,  G.  2007.  Indian  Feminisms:  Law,  Patriarchies  and  Violence  in  India.

Aldershot: Ashgate.



Paper 2

Feminist Thoughts and Practices II

The course begins by focusing on gendered cultures of seeing and representation in the era
of neoliberalism and the globalization of the economy and media. With women seen as
agents of consumption and desire, we explore the construction of gendered notions of love,
romance, and marriage in different cultures of heteronormativity. The course moves on to
the issue of health to critique ways in which women’s health is equated to her reproductive
health in the larger gendered context  of seeing the female body as a reproductive body
alone.  How  does the  discourse  of  reproductive  technology  build  up  in  the  same
heteronormative framework that leads to violent state policies? The issue of women’s work
with regard to patriarchal institutions  of family,  labour market,  and state  in formal  and
informal economies is charted as well. 

Course Objectives

1. To introduce students to the gendered cultures of seeing, representation and performance.

1. To  educate  students  to  the  gendered  constructions  of  love,  desire  and  marriage  in
heteronormative cultures

2. To familiarize students to the notion of women’s work within the family and in the labour
market 

3. To help students use the gender lens to study women’s body and health. 

Course Modules

1. Women in Visual Cultures
 Gendered ways of seeing

 Images of women in popular cultures and new-media

 Breaking stereotypical visual representations

Suggested Readings
 Berger, J. 1972. Ways of Seeing. Harmondsworth. Penguin Books.
 Benjamin, W. 1968. The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction. In H.

Arendt (Ed.), H. Zohn (Trans.), Illuminations. New York: Schocken Books
 Nead, L. 2015. Female Nude: Art, Obscenity and Sexuality. London and New York: 

Routledge.
 Rajan,  R.  1993.  Real  and  Imagined  Women:  Gender,  Culture  and

Postcolonialism. New York: Routledge.
 Chanda, I.   2003.  Packaging Freedom: Feminism and Popular  Culture.  Kolkata:

Bhatkal and Sen.



2. Gendering Love and Romance
 The idea(l) of love and romance

 Heteronormativity in love and romance

 Consumer cultures and constructions of desire

Suggested Readings
 Uberoi, P. 2006.  Freedom and Destiny: Gender, Family and Popular Culture in

India. New Delhi. OUP.
 John,  M. E.  & J.  Nair.  2000.  A Question of  Silence:  The Sexual Economies of

Modern India. Zed Books.
 Rich, A. 1980. “Compulsory Heterosexuality and Lesbian Existence.” Women: Sex

and Sexuality. Vol 5.

3. Gender and Performance
 Performing Gender: From Text to Stage

 Archiving Women Performers: Colonial to Postcolonial India

 Culture of the Body: History and Society

Suggested Readings

 Desmond, J. C. (ed.) 2003. Meaning in Motion, New Cultural Studies of Dance. Duke
University Press, Durham and London. 

 Soneji, D. (ed.) 2010. Bharatanatyam:  A Reader, New Delhi: OUP.

 Banerjee,  S.  1989. The  Parlour  and  the  Streets:  Elite  and  Popular  Culture  in
Nineteenth Century   Calcutta, Calcutta: Seagull Books.

 Dutta,  B. and U. Sarkar  Munsi.  2010.  Engendering Performance: Indian Women
Performers in Search of An Identity, New Delhi: Sage. 

4. Women and Health
 Body and Health

 Issues of Disability

 Reproductive Technology (ARTS, abortion)

Suggested Readings
 Simon-Kumar, R. 2006. ‘Marketing’ Reproduction? Ideology and Population Policy.

New Delhi: Zubaan.  
 Nagla, M. 2013. Gender and Health. New Delhi: Rawat Publications.
 Addlakha, R. 2020.  Disability Studies in India: Global Discourses, Local Realities.

Taylor & Francis.
 Davar,  Bhargavi  V.  (ed.) Mental  Health  from  a  Gender  Perspective.  Sage

Publications, 2001.



5. Women and Work
 Family, Labour Market and State

 Paid and Unpaid work

 Formal and Informal Economy

Suggested Readings
 Boserup,  E. 1970.  Women’s  Role  in  Economic  Development.  London:  Allen  and

Unwin.  
 Visvanathan, N. et al., (eds.) 1997.  The Women, Gender, and Development Reader.

New Africa Books.
 N. Banerjee, et al (eds.) 2011. Mapping the Field: Gender Relations in Contemporary

India, Kolkata: Stree.
 Banerjee,  N & D.  Jain (eds.) 1985. Tyranny of the Household:  Investigative

Essays on Women’s Work. New Delhi: Shakti Books.


	Paper 1
	Paper 2

