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Web accessibility is designing websites that can be used by people who have
disabilities like low vision, color blindness, blindness, cognitive disabilities, deafness
or hearing impairment, and mobility impairments. Web accessibility is important
because it makes websites responsive to the needs of all users. This Document
compiles most important takeways from GIGW, WCAG 2.0 and WCAG 2.2. It aims to
capture the essence of both the standards with the aim to make the website
compitable to not only the National Standard but also to International Standards.
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Here is the list of standards that'we have maintained across our website for

following GIGW guidelines.

POUR: The 4 Web Accessibility Standards

Perceivable Information Principles

All the Information and Ul components must be presented in a way that all users can
understand in different ways. There should be no invisible or difficult to understand
information or Ul elements. o

@ Alternative text for all content that is not text such as pictures and graphics.
This ensures that non-text content can be transformed into other forms like
speech, braille, or larger fonts.

© Providing alternatives such as subtitles and closed captions for all time-based
media such as videos and animations.

© Responsive design that adapts acrooss screensizes.

Operable Ul and Navigation Principles

This principle states that a website's Ul components and navigation can be operated
easily without a mouse and it should not require interactions that a user cannot do.

© Make all functionalities keyboard accessible. This Is generally taken care of by
most modern browsers.

@ Provide users ample time to interact with any interactive content on the website.
Avoid designing content (flashing elements) that can cause seizures.

@ Interactive nav that informs the user about where they are on the page, properly

navigate the site from any device, and find the content that they are looking for
easily.



Understandable Information and Ul Principles

A clean and minimalist Ul should be maintained to make sure the Users can ‘
understand how the site’s Ul works and-how the information is presented on the site.

@ Ensure that the text on your site is easy to read and understand.

© Create and present web pages so that works in predictable ways and remains
consistent with already established navigation patterns.

© Make it easy for users to avoid and correct input mistakes on your website.

Robust Content and Reliable Interpretation Principles
Robust content is content that can be interpreted accurately by assistive E

technologies such as screen readers. The content should continue being accessible
to and compatible with these assistive devices even as their technologies evolve.

Implementation Points and Norms

Color Contrast

When designing your website ensure that there is enough contrast between the
background color and the foreground text. The principles of color contrast also apply
to buttons, the text that's on images, and other Ul elements.

Color contrast has a significant impact on how easy it is for users to read the

content on your website. Low contrast makes it difficult for people with low vision to
read.
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Alternative Text

For each image and graphic, provide descriptive alternative text that passes on the
same meaning as seeing the text.

Screen readers read this alternative text for visually impaired people therefore
numeric descriptors or those that do not convey any meaning should be avoided.
This also helps in SEO efforts on the website. Additionally, for media such as video
or audio recordings, provide closed captions and transcripts.



Easy to read content

Users interact with websites primarily through text content. This makes it important
to use simple language that is free of jargon and uncommon words, WCAG requires
that websites use language that is at a “lower secondary level” to make it as
accessible as possible.

Use header tags appropriately

Header tags make it easy for users to skim through web content and they give
screen readers signals about the importance, relationship, and hierarchy of different
pieces of information.

Start with the <h1> and use the tags consistently and in the correct order,
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Design clear focus states

Focus states make it easy for people navigating your website using the tab key to
know where they are on Input Forms and Fields. They are used by screen readers,
people with limited mobility, and power users,

Ensure that your menu items, forms, links, and buttons have clear, high contrast
focus indicators that help them stand out.

© Mouse hover style © Keyboard focus style
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Easy to read content

Provide helpful and contextual information to users when they make errors. Also,
explain to them how they can fix the errors and give them a chance to reverse their
submissions. Present instructions clearly and instances where user action is
required should be displayed prominently. Applies to Forms and Input Fields



Label all form fields

Descriptive labels next to every form field have to be added. Additionally, placeholder
text should be avoided as the form label because it is often low contrast making it
hard to read. Placeholder text also creates confusion because users can't tell what
to do after the text disappears.

Form labels are also useful for people using screen readers to understand your form,
screen readers only read the information that is tagged as <label> and skip over
placeholder text.

Don't use flashing Ul animations

Ul animations that flash more than 3 times per second can trigger seizures or
physical reactions for some people. So it's best to avoid them.

Avoid using only color to pass a message

Color is a good way to pass on a message but it should not be the only way as some
people are color blind. Instead, use color plus other elements such as asterisks. For
graphs and other charts, use labels plus color,
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Use easy to read fonts

The readability of a font is often determined by its style rather than its type. As a rule,
cursive or decorative fonts are hard to read. Using large text, with short line lengths,

tall line heights, and more space between letters is recomended for improved
readability.



