The School of Women’s Studies, Jadavpur University, is pleased to announce an international
conference titled “Feminist Futures, Fractured Presents: Cultures, Belongings, and the

Institutional Everyday.” The conference will be held from 19-21 January 2026 at Mrittika-Golden
Tulip, DD 19, Salt Lake City, Kolkata.

FEMINIST FUTURES, FRACTURED PRESENTS

CULTURES, BELONGINGS, AND THE INSTITUTIONAL EVERYDAY

19, 20, 21 January 2026
Venue: Manjusri Sabhagriha, Mrittika

DD-19, Salt Lake
Kolkata — 700 064

Supported by University Grants Commission, New Delhi



CONCEPT NOTE

Gendered experiences are shaped, regulated, and resisted through the everyday workings of institutions—
whether state, family, culture, law, politics, or higher education. These structures (re)produce and sustain
intersecting inequalities even as they invoke the language of inclusion, empowerment, and rights.
Development frameworks, too, frequently mobilise feminist rhetoric, promising belonging and
recognition. Yet such promises remain uneven, conditional, and deeply exclusionary, particulatly for those
marginalised across gender, caste, class, race, religion, sexuality, and ability.

Within state-led narratives of development, gender is rendered omnipresent and the feminist idiom
ubiquitous. However, despite its strategic deployment, gendered inequalities and intersectional violences—
discursive, symbolic, and material—continue to permeate our social, political, cultural, and legal
landscapes. The structural injustices feminism seeks to dismantle not only persist but often intensify. These
are the fractured presents we inhabit where inclusion operates as assimilation or control, neutrality conceals
privilege or dominance, and critique risks co-optation, dismissal, or backlash.

Within such fractured presents, feminist praxis remains entangled with the very institutions it seeks to
transform—whether in the academy, in political and cultural representation, or in everyday negotiations
of citizenship, belonging, and care. These praxes are not monolithic but divergent; they take varied,
sometimes contradictory, forms shaped by differing historical, cultural, and institutional contexts.
Institutions such as universities, families, and the state operate as ambivalent sites of both possibility and
exclusion, shaping who can speak, belong, or act. At the same time, feminist critique and coalition-building,
though vital, are not immune to reproducing hierarchies of voice, visibility, and legitimacy. These tensions
compel us to ask how multiple feminist knowledges and diverse collective actions can remain accountable,
reparative, and resistant to co-optation.

In this context, feminist futures often appear precarious, uncertain, or foreclosed. Imagining them demands
attentiveness to the affective, epistemic, and institutional terrains through which gender is enacted and
contested; to the everyday practices through which individuals and collectives navigate exclusion and claim
space; and to the methodologies and modes of critique that might reimagine care, justice, and solidarity
beyond institutional capture.

We invite contributions that engage with, but are not limited to, the following lines of enquiry

e Howis gender enacted, contested, and reimagined across representational, affective, and embodied
terrains? How do women and other marginalized communities use these terrains to negotiate
identity, visibility, and resistance?

e In what ways do institutions such as the state, family, and law produce conditional or exclusionary
forms of belonging, and how do these intersect with discourses of citizenship? How do individuals
and collectives navigate or transform these constraints in their everyday and political practices?

e How do institutional spaces, including higher education, function as sites of both belonging and
exclusion? What everyday practices and collective strategies can subvert or transform these
constraints?



e How might critique be mobilized in ways that avoid reproducing injury and instead foster
generous, reparative engagements, especially for those who inhabit the institutions they seck to
transform?

e What does it mean to imagine femznist futures amid institutional, affective, and epistemic fractures?
How are alternative visions of justice, care, and solidarity being shaped in the present by those
living at the margins?

e In what ways do feminist coalitions, care practices, and collective imaginaries offer tools for
resisting violence, erasure, and marginalization? How are such practices being reimagined in
response to contemporary challenges?

e What kinds of feminist research methodologies—rooted in collaboration, care, and
accountability—can nurture inclusive ways of building counter-knowledges and archives that resist

dominant narratives?

This three-day conference, hosted by the School of Women’s Studies, brings together national and
international feminist scholar-activists and cultural practitioners for generative conversations. Emerging
from the complex labour of doing “academic feminism” within institutions that often remain uneasy with
feminist knowledge, the work of feminist knowledge production has become both challenging and
necessary. We have found fragile but sustaining strength in solidarities and friendships. This conference
honours that affective and intellectual labour, and aims to hold space for counter-narratives rooted in
feminist care, critique, and collective imagination. It invites us to stay with the challenges of our present
while working toward expansive feminist futures.

Aishika Chakraborty

Nandita Banerjee Dhawan
School of Women’s Studies
Jadavpur University

12 October 2025



CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
DAY ONE -19 JANUARY 2026

Time Panel Description

10.00am — 10.30am REGISTRATION

10.30am — 11.00am WELCOME AND INAUGURATION
Welcome Address
Aishika Chakraborty

A Note on the Conference
Nandita Banerjee Dhawan

Inaugural Address
Professor Chiranjib Bhattacharjee, Vice-Chancellor, Jadavpur
University

Special Address
Professor Amitava Datta, Pro-Vice Chancellor, Jadavpur
University

Vote of Thanks

11:00am — 11:30am SPECIAL LECTURE

Chair: Dina Zoe Belluigi

Professor of Authorship, Representation and
Transformation in Academia, Queen’s University Belfast,
UK; Visiting Professor, Jadavpur University

Performing Myriad Roles: The Contemporary Political
Lives of a Bengali Goddess

Tapati Guha Thakurta

Honorary Professor in History, Centre for Studies in Social
Sciences, Calcutta

11.30am — 12.15pm Panel 1 CURATING CULTURES AND BELONGINGS
THROUGH EXHIBITIONS

Ways of sensing intellectual authority: An introduction to
the exhibition ‘Counter-narratives of authority in
Transition: Marginality in the Indian Academy’

Dina Zoe Belluigi

Rhythms of Resistance: Chandalika and Tasher Desh
Aishika Chakraborty

12:15pm — 12:30pm TEA BREAK




12:30pm — 1:30pm

RANJABATI SIRCAR MEMORIAL LECTURE

Memorial - . .
Lecture Chair: Moinak Biswas
Professor, Department of Film Studies, Jadavpur
University
Lost Songs of Labour: Exploring the Relationship of
Making, Collective memory and Representation
Sanchayan Ghosh
1:30pm — 2:30pm LUNCH
2:30pm -- 4:30pm Panel 2 BAZARS, BIOSCOPES AND BARRICADES

Chair: Madhuja Mukherjee
Professor, Department of Film Studies, Jadavpur
University

Staging Indigeneity, Sustaining Culture: Dance Tourism in
Sonajhuri Haat
Aishika Chakraborty

The Urban Revival of the Folk and the Performance of
‘New’ Masculinities: Gender and Region in Contemporary
Maharashtra

Anagha Tambe

Bengali Cinema Addressing Gender: Institutional
Dynamics and Contradictions
Mimi Bhattacharya

Performing Protest: Feminism and Reclaiming the Public
Sphere in Contemporary West Bengal
Mallarika Sinha Roy

4:30pm — 4:45pm

TEA BREAK

5:30pm — 6:30pm

The Circle of Lust
Performance by Dancers” Guild

DAY TWO - 20 JANUARY 2026

Time

Panel

Description

11.00am — 1:30pm

Panel 3

GENDERED BELONGINGS AND LIMINAL
CITIZENSHIP

Chair: Anuradha Roy
Professor, Department of History (Retired)
Jadavpur University




AL @I =T MAf: Walk-ing as Feminist Pedagogical
Re-imagination
Rukmini Sen

In Good Hands: “Mobilization” as a Collective Tool for
Collective Praxis
Urmimala Sarkar Munsi

Articulating Belongingness, Differently: Gender and
Citizenship in Historical Intersections
Sudeshna Banerjee

Between Emancipation and Control: Assessing Women’s
Citizenship in the Constituent Assembly Debates
Jhumpa Mukherjee

Transgressing Citizenship: Negotiations with the State
and Family in Surviving Precarity
Meghjit Sengupta, Piyali Sur

1:30pm — 2:30pm

LUNCH

2:30pm — 4:30pm Panel 4 DISCIPLINING BODIES, REGULATING DESIRES
Chair: Kavita Panjabi
Professor, Department of Comparative Literature
(Retired)
Jadavpur University
Digital Selfhood in “IT City”: Young Women, Digital
Intimacy and Social Transformation in Bangalore
Nitya Vasudevan
To play or not to play!
Arijita Dutta
Cultures of Debasement: Disabled Women in
Institutional Spaces
Nandini Ghosh
Everyone Knows, But No One Talks: A Feminist
Methodology for Discussing Sexual Harassment in
Indian Classical Dance Pedagogy
Aadya Kaktikar

4:30pm — 4:45pm TEA BREAK

4.45pm — 5.45pm MEMORIAL | PRITILATA WADDEDAR MEMORIAL LECTURE

LECTURE Chair: Esita Sur

Associate Professor, Scottish Church College
Kolkata




Karbala Mourning and Shi’i Women: Beyond a
Teleological Feminist Future
Epsita Halder

DAY THREE - 21 JANUARY 2026

Time Panel Description

11:00am — 12:30pm | Panel 5 AGENTIC REFUSALS IN FEMINIST ACADEMIC
FUTURES

Chair: Supurna Banerjee
Assistant Professor
Institute of Development Studies Kolkata

Transversal Agency and Interference: Black Professors and
the Fractured Logics of Belonging in Academia
Grace Ese-osa Idahosa

Teaching, Teachers and Feminism: Towards Building
Feminist Futures
Anurekha Chari Wagh

Slow Scholarship in Fast Universities: Feminist Refusals
Within Financialised Higher Education
Nithila Kanagasabai

12:30pm — 1.30pm LUNCH

1:30pm -- 3:00pm Panel 6 CORRECTING, INJURING, AND VIEWING IN THE
PRECARIOUS UNIVERSITY

Chair: Paromita Chakravarti
Professor, Department of English, Jadavpur University

Hidden Injuries and Unequal Belongings: Rethinking
Academic Precarity through Women’s Studies in India
Nandita Banerjee Dhawan

‘When you are meeting students?’ or ‘When are you meeting
students?’ The instinct to “correct” challenges to dominant
grammar and embodiments posed by marginal academic
discourses

Sangita Thosar, Asha Achuthan

Views from within the Indian university: A (counter)visual
essay
Dina Zoe Belluigi







